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Presentation of Member Engagement Awards Speech Template		


Greetings and expression of appreciation . . .

It's an honor to present these awards today/tonight for achievement in the Member Engagement Awards program. The Healthcare Financial Management Association (HFMA) recognizes that its strength lies in members and volunteers who contribute their time, ideas, and energy to serve the healthcare industry, their profession, and one another. Active participation in HFMA at the national, regional and/or chapter levels provides members with numerous opportunities for professional development, information, networking, and advocacy.

Established in 1960, the Founders Merit Award Series (now Member Engagement Award Program) acknowledges the contributions made by HFMA members. These awards are part of a program in which specific activities are assigned a range of point values.  In 2024 the Founders Merit Award Series program was refreshed to reflect current opportunities for volunteerism and was renamed the Member Engagement Award Program to focus on the opportunities at all levels of membership for engagement. 

Today/Tonight we will recognize chapter members who have earned an award this past year. Some activities which the Member Engagement Award program measures include committee involvement, serving as an officer, presenting a program to the chapter, participating in a panel presentation, writing newsletter articles and mentoring.

The program features four different and sequential levels of awards:
· The Bronze Award – awarded after a member has earned 25 engagement points
· The Silver Award – awarded after a member has earned 50 engagement points
· The Gold Award – awarded after a member has earned 75 engagement points
· The Medal of Honor – conferred by nomination of the Chapter Board of Directors. This prestigious award recognizes an individual who has been actively involved in HFMA for at least three years after earning the Gold Award, has provided significant service at the chapter, regional and/or national level in at least two of those years, and remains a member in good standing.

The ___________ chapter has a strong record of involvement and achievement in the Member Engagement Award program.  There are currently _____ Member Engagement Award recipients in the chapter, representing roughly _____ percent of our chapter membership.  There are _____ Bronze Award recipients, _____ Silver Award recipients, and _____ Gold Award recipients.  I encourage all of you to become more active in the _________ chapter.  The more you are involved, the more successful we can be.

It's my pleasure to first present the Bronze Awards. As I call your name, please come to the podium to receive your award and be recognized.  Please hold your applause until I have presented the awards.

(Announce names of the award recipients individually and shake hands with the recipients. This would be a good time for any picture taking.)  

Congratulations to all of you for your active involvement in HFMA over the past years.  Through your dedicated contribution of time and effort, the chapter has advanced and grown.  And it's evident that you've grown professionally and personally through your involvement.  Thank you for your support.

Let's give them all a round of applause!  (ask recipients to be seated)

Now I would like to call the Silver Award recipients by name and ask that you come to the podium to be recognized and accept your award.  Again, let me ask that you hold your applause until I have presented the awards.

(Announce names of the award recipients individually and shake hands with the recipients. This would be a good time for any picture taking.)  

You have already demonstrated your involvement and support of HFMA by earning the Bronze Award.  Congratulations on your continued and dedicated involvement in earning the Silver Award.  You provide the steady support and participation so necessary for an effective and successful chapter.

Let's give them all a round of applause! (ask recipients to be seated)

Next, I would like to call the Gold Award recipients by name and ask that you come to the podium to be recognized.

(Announce names of the award recipients individually and shake hands with the recipients. This would be a good time for any picture taking.)  

This is the third level of award in the Member Engagement Program.  It represents many years of active involvement in HFMA – years serving on committees and in other areas of leadership, years of supporting chapter programs, and of balancing personal and job responsibilities with HFMA involvement. 

It is with a great deal of pride that I congratulate you on earning the Gold Award.

Let's give them all a round of applause! (ask recipients to be seated)

Finally, I would like to present the Medal of Honor. The Medal of Honor is a special award in that it is conferred by action of the Chapter Board of Directors.  The award is not based on the accumulation of points like the first three, but rather on the judgment of the Chapter Board that the individual has been active for at least three years since earning the Gold Award. 

(Announce names of the award recipients individually and shake hands with the recipients. This would be a good time for any picture taking.)  

It is with a great deal of pleasure that I congratulate you on being awarded the Medal of Honor.

Let's give them all a round of applause! (ask recipients to be seated)

Thank you very much.
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