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Fiscal Condition of Missouri Hospitals

Total IPPS CAH Rural

Average Operating Margin ** 3.13% 3.82% -0.79% 0.41%

Governmental and Self Pay Payor Mix * 68.9% 69.5% 71.7% 75.4%

Commercial Payor Mix * 31.1% 30.5% 28.3% 24.6%

% With Positive Operating Margins 59.7% 61.2% 50.0% 46.9%

% with Negative Operating Margins 40.3% 38.8% 50.0% 53.1%

*Based on gross revenue

**Includes Paycheck Protection Program and Provider Relief Payments
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Federal Legislative Update
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• House – 221 Democrats, 209 Republicans and 5 vacancies

• Senate – 50 Republicans, 48 Democrats and 2 Independents

• Conventional wisdom suggests midterm elections usually go 
against the President’s party (34 Senate and all 435 House seats)

• Less than one month of legislative days until election

• Title 42 of the Public Service Act – prohibits boarder entry when 
the Director of Disease Control believes there is a serious danger 
to the introduction of disease into the United States

117th Congressional and Political 
Environment
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• 13,898 bills and resolutions introduced

• 120 bills signed into law

• 39 signed into law in 2022

• Suicide Training and Awareness Nationally Delivered for 
Universal Prevention Act of 2021 or the STANDUP Act (S. 1543)
➢Gives preference to state, tribal and local education agencies that plan 

to implement evidence-based suicide awareness and prevention 
training policies when HHS awards certain mental-health grants

• Dr. Lorna Breen Health Care Provider Protection Act (H.R. 1667)

117th Congressional Actions
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• Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2022 (H.R. 2471)
➢$1.5 trillion spending bill that funds the government through September 

30

➢ Increases non-defense spending by 6.7% and defense spending by 5.6%

➢Provided $108.3 billion for HHS, an increase of $11.3 billion or 8.6%

➢Extends telehealth flexibilities for 151 days after the end of the COVID-
19 Public Health Emergency

➢340B eligibility protections through the end of 2022

117th Congressional Actions
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• President’s budget

• Build Back Better

• Ukraine support

• Governmental funding expires October 1

• Additional COVID-19 funding (?)

• Sequester and PAYGO Moratorium (?)

117th Congressional “To Do” List
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• Market basket updates

• Health care workforce

• Mental health

• COVID-19 support

• Telemedicine

• 340B protections

• White Bagging

• Medicare Advantage Prior Authorizations

Advocacy Needed
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• According to MedPAC, Medicare margins 
for 2020 was negative 8.5% including 
Provider Relief Funds and would have 
been negative 12.6 without PRFs

• Inflationary pressures

• Medicare sequestration (2%)

• PAYGO (4%)

• Urge Congress to intervene and encourage 
CMS to reassess market basket updates 

Medicare Market Basket Updates
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Proposed Medicare FY 2023 Payment 
Increases

IPPS Operating LTCH IPF IRF SNF

Operating * DSH Capital

Press Release 2.7% 2.7% 1.5% 2.0% -0.7%

Economic Impact 
Analysis

1.4% -7.82% -0.4% 0.7% 1.5% 2.0% -0.9%

Proposed Rule 
Reference

28,705 and 
28,711

28,715 28,730 –
28,732

28,735 -
28,736

19,438 –
19,439

20,259 –
20,261

22,797-
22,798

Sequestration -2.0% -2.0% -2.0% -2.0% -2.0% -2.0% -2.0%

Net -0.6% -9.82% -2.4% -2.7% -0.5% 0.0% -2.9%

* Includes market basket, DRG changes, wage index budget neutrality, expiration of MDH, and application of imputed floor, Frontier 
State wage index and outmigration adjustments.
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• CAA of 2021 added 1,000 Medicare-funded 
residency slots 

• Dr. Lorna Breen Health Care Provider 
Protection Act (H.R. 1667) aims to prevent 
suicide, burnout and behavioral disorders 
among health care professionals

• Resident Physician Shortage Reduction Act 
of 2021 (S. 834 / H.R. 2256) would increase 
Medicare-funded residency slots by 2,000 
per fiscal year from 2023 – 2029

Strengthen the Health Care Workforce
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• Vacancy rate for full-time equivalent nurses 
and nurse assistance is 14.5% or 5,295 FTEs

• Turnover rate for full-time equivalent nurses 
and nurse assistance is 34.5% or 12,580 FTEs

• Future Advancement of Academic Nursing 
(FAAN) Act (S. 246 / H.R. 851) would help to 
procure nursing educators by awarding grants 
to nursing schools

• Healthcare Workforce Resilience Act (S. 1024 / 
H.R. 2255) would expedite the Visa 
authorization process for qualified 
international nurses

Strengthen the Health Care Workforce
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• Nearly one in five adults or approximately 
52.9 million people live with a mental 
illness

• Boarding issues

• Requesting comprehensive legislation that 
provides incentives

• Requesting continued use of telemedicine

• Urging Congress to enact the Strengthen 
Kids’ Mental Health Now Act of 2022 (H.R. 
7236)

Mental Health
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• Prior to the public health emergency, 840,000 
Medicare telehealth services delivered

• Once PHE waivers emerged, Medicare 
telehealth services increased to 52.7m in 2020

• Advancing Telehealth Beyond COVID-19 (H.R. 
4040)

• Home-Based Telemental Health Care Act of 
2020 (S. 3937)

• Permanency of Audio-Only Telehealth Act 
(H.R. 3447)

Provider Relief Funds and Telemedicine
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• Pharmaceutical manufacturers 
unilaterally prohibiting / restricting drug 
discounts in 340B contract pharmacies

• Litigation

• Commercial insurers unilateral 
payment reductions

• Urge Congress to assess whether such 
practices are aligned with the purpose 
of the 340B discount program

340B
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• Practice of forcing providers to 
administer a patient-specific drug 
supplied from an outside specialty 
pharmacy

• Problematic for both the patient and 
the hospital

• Urge Congress to enact legislation that 
provide a national, uniform solution 
that applies to all insurers

White Bagging
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• 40% of Medicare beneficiaries in Missouri 
enrolled in a Medicare Advantage Plan in 
2020

• Prior Authorizations for inpatient 
admissions and patient transfers are 
problematic

• OIG Reports

• Improving Seniors’ Timely Access to Care 
Act of 2021 (H.R. 3173)

• Discussions with the CMS Central Office

Medicare Advantage Prior Authorizations
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Spring Advocacy Documents:

https://web.mhanet.com/wp-
content/uploads/2022/03/2022_April_Packet_All_Papers_Combine
d.pdf

Andrew Wheeler – awheeler@mhanet.com or 573/893-3700 
x1336

Advocacy Documents and Contact

https://web.mhanet.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/2022_April_Packet_All_Papers_Combined.pdf
mailto:awheeler@mhanet.com
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State Legislative Update
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101st General Assembly

Leadership

• Governor Mike Parson

• House
➢Speaker Rob Vescovo

➢Majority Floor Leader Dean Plocher (102nd GA Speaker-Elect)

• Senate
➢President Pro Tem Dave Schatz

➢Majority Floor Leader Caleb Rowden

22
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Setting the Stage
Big Issues

• COVID-19 pandemic fallout
➢ Hospital visitation
➢ Vaccine mandates
➢ Masking in schools

• Redistricting
➢ Maps 

• Medicaid expansion 
➢ Supplemental funding
➢ Continued funding
➢ Eligibility changes

23
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• Supplemental

• Medicaid

• Medicaid Expansion 

• Poison Control Center

• American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (ARPA) Funds

State Budget
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• No Patient Left Alone Act / Compassionate Care Visitation Act
➢Applies to long term care facilities, hospitals, and hospice facilities

➢A minimum of two visitors at a time

➢At least 6 visitation hours per day

➢Parents/guardians of a minor child allowed while the child is in the 
facility

➢Facilities may control visitation under certain circumstances

Hospital Visitation
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• Essential Caregiver Program Act
➢Applies during a state of emergency declared by the Governor or 

General Assembly related to an infectious disease

➢Patient may designate two essential caregivers

➢May limit in-person contact to one essential caregiver at a time

➢Minimum of four hours per day for in-person contact 

➢24 hour in-person care permitted when necessary and appropriate

Hospital Visitation
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• Organ Transplant Vaccination Requirements
➢Cannot require COVID-19 immunization to receive or donate an 

organ, excluding lung transplants

• Public Employee Vaccine Mandates
➢Prohibits a political subdivision from requiring a public employee to 

receive a COVID-19 vaccination as a condition of employment

• State Employee Vaccine Mandates
➢Prohibits requiring a state employee to receive a COVID-19 

vaccination as a condition of employment

COVID-19 Vaccines
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• Establishes the TCD Advisory Committee

• Streamlines designation process and data collection 
provisions

• Revises educational requirements for emergency 
department physicians

• Enhances coordination between hospitals, EMS and DHSS 
through the State Advisory Council and EMS and the TCD 
Advisory Committee 

Time Critical Diagnosis



www.MHAnet.com

• Staffing Agency Registration

• Fast Track

• Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology Interstate 
Compact

• Prescribing & dispensing ivermectin or hydroxychloroquine

• Chiropractor and Dentist medical retainer agreements

Workforce
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• The Director of the Department of Health and Senior Services can 

issue a statewide standing order for an addiction mitigation 

medication, defined as naltrexone hydrochloride 

• Permits pharmacists to sell and dispense an addiction mitigation 

medication under a physician protocol or a statewide standing order

• Provides liability protections to pharmacists who prescribe or 

dispense the medication and the physician who issues the statewide 

standing order

• Allows any person to possess an addiction mitigation medication.

Opioid Mitigation Medications
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Questions?


