






The 2020 to 2021 population change rate for Nebraska is .11%.  The 
growth rate nationally was low

Source: 2021 Population Estimates. U.S. Census 
Bureau
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The Nebraska growth rate is driven by a strong rate of natural change
Components of population change 2020 to 2021 by state sorted and filtered by natural change

Source: 2021 Population Estimates. U.S. Census Bureau



The natural change rate for Nebraska is positive

Source: 2021 Population Estimates. U.S. Census Bureau

5.53% 6.95%



-33.9% 26.1%

The domestic migration rate for Nebraska is negative 

Source: 2021 Population Estimates. U.S. Census Bureau
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Nebraska is losing about 2,000 people a year to 
other states 
Persons age 1 and older by area (no. of counties)

Flow with other states Flow within NE

Source:2013-2017, American Community Survey, U.S. Census 
Bureau



The international migration rate is positive in Nebraska and all states 
but rates were lower 2020 to 20201

.15% 1.81%

Source: 2021 Population Estimates. U.S. Census Bureau
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Brain drain, or net-outmigration of persons with a bachelor’s degree 
or more, has persisted since 2010
Net migration by educational attainment annually 2010 to 2019 
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Of those that 
have moved to 
another state 
within the last 
year the 
number one 
reason was for 
a new job 
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New job or job transfer

Change in marital status

Other family reason

For cheaper housing

Attend/leave college

Wanted to own home, not rent
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Health reasons
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Source: US Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Population Survey, IPUMS Microdata . 









The percent of the population that is 62 and over is on the rise 
nationally 

13.5% 24.6%







While the unemployment rate in Nebraska is at an all time low the 
labor force participation rate has decreased since 2011
Labor force participation rate and unemployment rate with number of persons in labor force 
and unemployed for Nebraska 2011 to 2021
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Source: US Bureau of Labor, Local Area Unemployment Statistics. Accessed 2.7.22
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A smaller percentage of Nebraskans were “unable to work due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic” compared to the nation throughout the 
pandemic and hit 0% reporting “yes” in Nebraska in the last month 
of 2021
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65% of Nebraskans have some higher education and higher 
education leads to higher income 
Population 25 years and over



Most high wage 
jobs in Nebraska 
have a higher 
percentage of 
persons with a 
bachelor’s degree 
or more
Median wages by 
number of 
persons employed 
for occupations in 
Nebraska |
Size of bubble is 
% that have a 
bachelor’s degree 
or more 















Median earnings by state show Nebraska’s wages to be a bit lower 
compared to many especially in the region
Color by median wages all workers also the labeled top number, bottom 
label is median wages for full-time year round worker
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Persons of color and females earn less than white men
Median earnings in the past 12 months by ethnicity and gender | earnings as a % 
of white men

Table B20017 with race series, 2013-2017 American Community Survey, U.S. Census 
Bureau
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